
MESSAGE FROM AISS BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Santa Ana, Calif. (Jan. 1, 2021) – The Achievement
Institute of Scientific Studies is pleased to announce
the appointment of a new Chair to their Board of
Directors, Nicholas Richards. 
Richards is the co-founder and COO/CFO of
Intellivision Entertainment, a reboot of the storied
Intellivision video game company originally founded
by Mattel in the late ’70s, which quickly became the
second-largest video game company in the world. He
has over twenty-five years of entrepreneurial driven
innovation and execution leadership, with a strong
track record of managing growth strategies from a
small start-up to larger multi-product divisions. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Richards was introduced to the Achievement Institute through Octane, Orange County’s
leading job growth business network. The passion of Achievement Institute scholars and
those who have brought the program to life struck a chord with Nick’s own experiences.
"There are so many brand-new STEM-based jobs that we hadn't even imagined just a decade
or two ago," said Richards. "Helping young talent with a passion for learning, exploring, and
preparing themselves for a future in so many impactful careers is really a blessing. As a father
of two beautiful and intelligent daughters, I am a firm advocate for Women in STEM. I really
look forward to working with Debbie, Achievement Institute’s Executive Director, her team,
and the impressive array of volunteers that have been brought together."
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For more information on Richards, and to see a complete list of the Achievement Institute’s
Board of Directors, please visit: www.aissfoundation.com/board-of-directors.



ABOUT THE 
ACHIEVEMENT INSTITUTE
OF SCIENTIFIC STUDIES

CONTACT:
Debbie Wells 
(714) 336-2061       
debbie.wells@aissfoundation.com

"An investment in knowledge
pays the best interest."

-Benjamin Franklin

The Achievement Institute of Scientific Studies
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in
Santa Ana, CA with a mission to guide high
achieving, economically disadvantaged high
school students interested in pursuing a
career in the STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) fields. The
organization’s College to Career Readiness
STEM Program serves as a pathway to STEM
college education and lucrative careers for
low-income and motivated Orange County
students. Since the Achievement Institute was
founded in 1997 by Paul Riordan, 169
scholars have completed the program; ALL
have been accepted to four-year universities.
In addition, over 450 individuals/families
annually benefit from services offered by the
Achievement Institute, including STEM
awareness and education, educational field
trips, parent support, and financial literacy
workshops.


